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have gone to Palestine out of national sentiment has
been very small It is, I think, true that most of the
Jews who have gone there went not out of choice, but
under the compulsion of circumstances* The pressure
on Zionist offices for certificates of immigration into
Palestine increased with the deterioration of the Jew's
economic and political position in Eastern and Central
Europe* Before Hitler's time, the number of German
Jews who went to Palestine was insignificant. Since
1933 they have constituted a large percentage of
each year's batch of immigrants. They are not the
only Jews to be driven to Palestine by need: the
same applies to most of the Jews from Poland who
have gone there* The first immigrants, who settled
chiefly in agricultural colonies, were impelled largely
by ideal motives; some because they wanted to
have in Palestine that spiritual homeland which
they could not find in their native countries;
others because they believed that Palestine, being
at the beginning of its development, could be the
home of a social system more equitable than that
in the countries of Europe; still others because they
wanted to restore the connection between Jews and
agriculture. (The number of colonists in Palestine
is about a quarter of the total number of Jews there*)
But most of the Jews now in Palestine came because